
 

 

The Acorn 
August 2011 

Volume 2011, Issue 8 Monthly Newsletter of Oak Hills Baptist Church  

Summer Fun Ending Leads to School-A New Beginning 

Ahhh….The joys of 

summer…..hot, sunny 

days, time at the pool , 

family vacations and the 

chance to have a bit 

more flexibility in 

schedules  and a routine 

different than that of the 

school year.  Summer at 

Oak Hills also means a 

plethora of exciting 

different opportunities for 

the kids and youth:  

traveling to Middle School 

camp at Crystal Springs 

for the first time and 

experiencing life and faith 

outside the watchful eye 

of parents , rekindling 

friendships and growing 

in the Spirit at High 

School Camp, 

worshipping together in 

song, Biblical truths and 

laughter at Vacation Bible 

School and gathering in a 

very large group with 

young people from all 

over the United States to 

listen to powerful 

speakers as well as 

perform service projects 

in another part of the 

country.  The Holy Spirit 

has been such a powerful  

part of every one of these 

experiences for our kids 

and youth.  It is our 

prayer 

that lives 

will be 

forever 

changed 

and 

Christ’s 

light will 

shine in 

our kids/

youth for 

those 

around them to see and 

that the experiences our 

kids/youth have had 

extend far beyond the 

summer months. 

 

As with all good things, 

the end is coming.  All too 

quickly, the days will turn 

cooler (that might be 

okay!), and schedules will 

become more rigid with 

the start of school.  The 

start of a new school year 

brings with it a number of 

prayer requests as our 

kids/youth head back to 

school. 

 

As you 

pray, 

please 

remember 

our 

elementary 

kids as 

they either 

enter the 

halls of 

school for the first time or 

bound through them like 

an old pro.  School is 

much different for our 

kids today than it was for 

many of us years ago.  

Pray that kids know a 

Hello! It is such an 

incredible privilege to 

partner with Oak Hills in 

―Being the People of God 

for the Sake of the 

World.‖  We feel blessed 

to be among such Godly 

people who are seeking 

to live out that calling in a 

variety of different 

contexts. 

For us, the primary 

context in which our 

family lives out that 

calling is in working full-

time to bring the Hope of 

the Gospel to university 

students through Campus 

Crusade for Christ – and 

we couldn’t do it without 

the prayers and support 

of Oak Hills as a church 

body! 

 

We have served on CCC 

staff for 15 years, first at 

the University of South 

Dakota, and then here in 

Sioux Falls giving 

leadership to our 

ministries throughout the 

continued on page 2 

In this issue: 

Building 

Committee 

Update 

2 

TLC Members 2 

LifeLight is 

Coming Soon 

3 

Just what are 

those kids up to? 

4 

VBS Snapshots 5-6 

WINGS Events 6 

See what’s Goin’ 

on Around the 

Corner 

7-8 

Stay up to date 

with the Oak Hills 

calendar 

9 

Back to School 

Picnic—See you 

there! 

10 

Mission Highlight— 
Kolling Family with Campus Crusade for Christ 

continued on page 3 



 

 

August 2011 

Page 2 

Summer….School…...continued from pg 1 

An Update from Your Oak Hills Building Committee 

God that will guide them 

through the good and the 

bad days and that they 

may find comfort in 

knowing that Jesus loves 

them and is watching 

over them all the time. 

 

Please remember our 

Middle School, High 

School and College 

Students, especially 

those who are entering 

their 

particular 

academic 

level for the 

first time.  

This is a 

time of great 

anxiety as 

many go from a setting in 

which they have grown 

comfortable to one in 

which they are expected 

to be much more 

independent and self-

reliant.  Pressures from 

the outside world are 

magnified with each step 

and expectations 

increase at each level.   

Pray for confidence for 

our youth/young adults in 

who they are and what 

they believe and for 

strength as they make 

changes through each of 

these transitions.   In 

addition, pray that our 

kids may 

be a light 

for friends 

who don’t 

know or 

haven’t 

heard 

about the 

incredible sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally, please pray that 

people will come along 

side our youth and kids 

as we set up our 

programming for the 

school year.  This is a job 

that simply cannot be 

done alone, but rather, 

through development of 

relationships with adults, 

our kids can understand 

and experience Christ’s 

love first hand.  It takes 

time, patience and lots of 

energy but the rewards 

are great. 

 

Your support and prayers 

for our kids and youth is 

so crucial and very much 

appreciated.   They need 

to know that we are 

praying for them and 

supporting them in 

service each and every 

step of their faith journey. 

 

—Shelly Haan, Children’s 

Ministries Coordinator 

Meeting since April, your 

building committee is 

working hard to make 

expanded ministries at 

Oak Hills a reality. The 

group’s members 

(Chairman Wayne 

Slothouber, Gina Benz, 

Deb Beukelman, Jeanette 

Kostboth, Joel McDowell, 

Rod Paulson, and Dan 

Westphalen) represent a 

variety of interests in our 

church from children to 

adults and grounds to 

kitchen. In addition, 

several served on our 

church’s first building 

committee and/or have 

professional experience 

related to building 

matters. 

 

Early on, the committee 

reviewed our church’s 

needs through interviews 

and review of already 

created documents.  In 

June the committee 

interviewed four 

contractors and selected 

Jans Corporation, who 

built our current 

structure. Now, the 

committee meets weekly 

with representatives from 

Jans and our architect to 

provide conceptual 

drawings for the 

congregation. In a very 

short time, those 

drawings and costs will 

be presented to the 

church! 

 

The committee would like 

to thank those who have 

provided input along the 

way and looks forward to 

expanded ministries at 

our church! 

For more info  

go to: 

www.lifelight.org 

 

To join other 

friends from Oak 

Hills, look for our 

flag (see below). 

Life Light 
Music 

Festival 
Sept 2-4 

Transitional 

Leadership 

Council 

Members 

Jeff Clapper 

Wayne Slothouber 

Ryan Lange 

Fred Preator 

Tim Heerts 

Janice Hoogestraat 

http://www.lifelight.org/
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state.  CCC ministries 

currently exist at USD, 

SDSU, Dakota State, 

Southeast Technical 

Institute, Black Hills 

State, SD School of 

Mines, and Northern 

State.  Our desire is to 

see Christ-centered 

movements built at 

every campus that will 

be a part of seeing 

every student exposed 

to the Gospel and 

seeing people around 

the world embrace 

Jesus as Lord and 

Savior.  Over the last 

five years, we have seen 

our local South Dakota 

students go on summer 

missions to our 

partnership locations in 

East Asia, France, 

Brazil, Australia, and the 

Middle East as 

ambassadors for Jesus. 

 

But in all that, we 

noticed something 

missing.  As a state 

director here in South 

Dakota, I began to take 

trips to a school I’d 

never heard of before – 

Sinte Gleska University 

on the Rosebud 

Reservation.  Among the 

students was real 

confusion about who 

Jesus is, whether He 

really loved Native 

people or whether 

Christianity was truly 

just ―the religion of the 

white man.‖   This same 

disillusionment was 

common among 

different Native 

communities, where 

people had often been 

told that to be 

acceptable to Jesus, 

they had to disown 

everything about being 

Native.  There 

was much 

that I learned 

from this 

experience, 

and much of 

my own 

cultural 

ignorance and 

pride which I 

needed to 

confess and 

repent of. 

 

Through it all, 

God was 

beginning to stir in our 

hearts and a few others 

a dream and vision for a 

day in which the Gospel 

would take deep root in 

the lives and 

communities of Native 

people across our state 

and country – that 

Jesus would be a Name 

of Hope and Restoration 

among Native people.  

As a result, we began a 

journey giving local and 

regional leadership to 

our newly-launched 

Nations movement. 

 

There is still much to 

overcome on that 

journey, but by the 

grace of God and with 

your help, we are seeing 

fruit.  This past year, we 

hosted a Nations 

Summit on the Rosebud 

Reservation for Native 

students around the 

country to be developed 

as Christ-like leaders 

and discuss how faith 

and culture intersect.  It 

was tremendous to 

have people 

representing 7 states, 8 

schools, and 9 different 

tribes gathered together 

here at the Summit to 

worship Jesus. 

 

Two students from 

SDSU returned from 

that Nations Summit in 

October determined to 

start a Nations 

movement at their 

campus.  So this past 

spring, 10-12 Native 

students gathered 

weekly in the Native 

American Cultural 

Center on campus for 

Mission Highlight—Kolling Family with CCC..continued from page 1 

Nations Night, talking 

about Jesus and the 

Bible, faith and culture.  

Some of these students 

have fully placed their 

faith in Christ, others 

are still seeking, and 

still others probably 

come because it is a 

safe place to 

share their 

own hurts, 

needs and 

questions. 

 

Please join us 

in praying for 

these 

students, and 

for the 

families and 

communities 

they 

represent.  

Many of them 

- just like 

many of our white 

students on today’s 

secular campus - have 

no intention of ever 

coming through the 

doors of a church 

building.   But through 

your faithful partnership 

with us, we pray that 

each and every student 

will have the opportunity 

to place their faith in 

Jesus, grow in Him, and 

be equipped to reach 

others. 

 

Thanks again for your 

partnership with us – 

Brian and Julie Kolling, 

Chandler (11), Allison 

(8), and Brielle (2) 
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Children’s Ministry will be registering kids for Fall Sunday School and F.W. 

Friends starting in August.  Please complete and return the letter and reg-

istration form you receive in the mail.  If we missed you with a letter, we 

apologize, but please  pick one up at the Welcome Center.  We want to 

keep all our information up to date and this year we are gathering just a 

little bit more!! 

Children’s Ministries News (click to visit us online) 

Starting Sunday, August 7, 2011, Children’s Ministry will be recruiting 

volunteers to serve in the following areas:  

Nursery 8:30 & 11:00 

Sunday School 9:45—All ages & 11:00—Toddler and Preschool 

F.W. Friends- Wednesday Evening program   

Materials and training is all provided, but we need volunteers to help fill the openings.  Please consider how 

you may serve.  Questions?  Contact Shelly Haan 376.4396 or shaan@oakhills.net 

How will you serve? 

A couple of days of rain did not take away from the fun 128 kids had in making 

twinkie taxis, creating sand art, answering questions in the Cash Cab, 

worshipping in song and dance and learning how to connect faith and life.   A 

very special thank you goes out to Toni Outland, Missy Brewster and Trudy Bender for helping Children’s 

Ministry plan this exciting and action packed week.  Planning began in February and the whole adventure 

would not have been possible without them.  In addition, many, many volunteers helped steer kids in the 

right direction, put together snacks and just lend an extra hand and heart.  A big Thank You goes out to 

each and every one of those people.  Finally, with a goal of $350.00 to be used to purchase ACE wraps 

for amputee patients in the hospital being served by our own Jayme McKercher, our kids raised $581.84 

for this cause.  (See pages 5-6 for snapshots from the week.) 
 

F.W. Friends picks up where VBS left off.  Keep watching for more information on the start of F.W. Friends 

in September, 2011. 

During VBS week:  Carrie Schmidt, Sofia Haan, Rebecca Hiigel, Lauren Van Holland, Lauren Heerts, 

Karissa Trobec, Victoria Moe, Jake McDonald,  Amanda Parker, Alex Brewster, Sara Stanford, Nancy    

Thomas, Andy Traub, Melanie Winter, Gina Benz, Aly McDonald, Elizabeth Moe, Julie Watts, Julie Kolling, 

Janelle Moe, Amy Cole, Danielle Heerts, Jay Hutton, Wes Heckel, Vince Clapper, Luke Reimnitz, Jack 

Blogg, Dimitri Haan, Jen Sevold, Lara Hanson, Heidi Terveen, Jane Bertsch, Linda Beck, Bevin Clapper, 

Amber Grayson, Sara Yoder, Stephanie Cone, Marlene Slothouber,  Stefanie Gross 

 

Thank you to Cindi Hiigel for late nights/early mornings spent on registration and record keeping, Linda 

Beck for hours on decorations, and to the Fellowship Team for their help on making the VBS Kickoff/All 

Church Picnic so much fun!! 

 

Thanks to those who lent a helping hand before/after the event:  Mark Schmidt, Solomon Vasa, Randy 

Williamson, Amy Lange, Ellory Stroh, John Gross, Rebecca Trobec, Tracy Folkerts of Central Baptist 

Church, and a great group of guys who helped tear down the waterpark. 

The Big Apple Adventure was a GREAT time!!! 

Many Thanks to Those Who Volunteered for VBS 

http://www.oakhills.net/ministries/children/
http://www.oakhills.net/ministries/children/
mailto:shaan@oakhills.net
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Women’s Ministry Reminder 

Our logo WINGS 

(Woman in God’s 

Service) encapsulates 

the purpose of what we 

do!  The visual reminder 

is what our vision 

statement is: 

 

Encouraging 

relationships 

between women 

Encouraging growth 

toward spiritual 

maturity 

Encouraging women 

to serve each other 

in the church and 

the community 

We have each quarter 

themed with each 

season (Spring, 

Summer,  Fall and 

Winter).  Our quarterly 

events are geared 

towards building those 

relationships and 

serving those in our 

community.  Bible 

studies held throughout 

the year give 

opportunity to grow 

spiritually.   

 

Our next event will be 

held in October as we 

are planning on 

attending Woman of 

Faith in St. Paul, 

Minnesota.  Please 

see the flyers 

located by the 

WINGS event board 

located in the church 

foyer.   

 

We look forward to 

growing together in 

God's service with each 

one of you! 

 

Blessings,  

Oak Hills WINGS team! 

Mary Hansen, chair 

Women of Faith 

October 21-22 

Minneapolis, MN 

Escape from the every-

day at a Women of Faith 

weekend and be re-

freshed, encouraged 

and inspired. Because 

the God who loves you 

can do far more than 

you can ever Imagine. 

Click 

graphic for 

more info 

VBS Fun 2011 

http://www.womenoffaith.com/events/2011-events/st-paul/
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UPCOMING 

ACTIVIT IES :  

August 3, 10, 17 

NO Youth Group 

Aug 8-10                        

Mini-Apple 

Experience 

August 21                 

Blessing of the 

Backpacks  

August 24                   

Student Ministries 

Kick-off at 6:30 pm 

September 2-4 

LifeLight Music 

Festival 

 

What’s Goin’ On Here? 
Student Ministries Kick-Off 

Hey Parents! 

I want to let you know that our fall kick-off is 

Wednesday August 24th at Oak Hills in our 

“backyard” at 6:30pm. This is an event for the 

whole family!  We will be grilling hamburgers, 

hot dogs, and chicken.  In addition to enjoying 

some awesome food, I am going to be sharing 

about what is happening in the fall for student 

ministries.  You will have an opportunity to ask 

any questions that you may have as well during 

that time.  There will also be some important 

paperwork that we need for all parents/

guardians to fill out so that your student can be 

involved in student ministry activities at Oak Hills.  

Please mark this on your calendar and plan on 

joining us Wednesday August 24th at 6:30pm!  

Would you also call the church office and let us 

know if you are coming and how many are in 

your family?  It would help us a lot as we plan on food!   Thanks so much! 

Dave 

LifeLight Music Festival 
 

Hey! For those of you who are heading out to the LifeLight   

Music Festival this year (September 2-4), I wanted to let 

you know that we are planning to meet TWO times during 

the weekend.  First, we will meet Friday @ 9:00pm out at 

the Lifelight grounds to get a good spot for the Reliant K 

concert, and again Saturday night @6:30pm to grab 

some supper and then to get a good  seat for Francis 

Chan (speaker) and 10th Avenue North.  If you are plan-

ning on joining us please let me know so I am not eating a 

corn dog by myself!  Ha! 

Dave 

Student Ministries  
 Fall Kickoff 

 

      August 24th  
       6:30pm 



 

 

August 2011 

Page 8 

Oak Hills Baptist  

Student Ministries Staff 

Maria Boyd  

Dave Campbell  

Janna Thorson  

Joe Wiltse  

Loralee Grimmius  

John Gross  

Ashley Maturan  

Korey Peterson  

Kate Friesen  

Middle school students make sure and 

mark your calendars. Or better yet—plug 

this in your phone.  August 8-10th we are 

heading up to Minneapolis for our annual 

Minneapolis trip.  This trip is centered 

around welcoming our new 6th graders 

into middle school youth group.  So, if you 

are a incoming sixth grader—this trip is 

free for you.  If you are a 7th or 8th grader 

this trip is going to cost you just a little bit 

of cash.  You do not want to miss this trip.   

Don’t miss it!  Plus, you will get to see the 

Jolly Green Giant on our way up there!  I know….sweet right??  —Dave 

Mini-Apple Experience 

No Youth Group In August 
Hey Middle School and High 

School students!  We have 

had an amazing summer to-

gether, so I just wanted to say 

thank you for that!  It has 

been a blast to experience 

God’s hand in all that we 

have done.  Middle school 

camp, High School camp, 8th 

grade kidnapping, bonfires, 

etc.  God has been at work!  

Just so you know, we will 

NOT have youth group in  

August until the kickoff      

August 24th @6:30.  Make 

sure and bring your parents!  

You are a blessing!   

 -Dave 

Prayer Wall 

   9 For this reason, since the 

day we heard about you, we 

have not stopped praying for 

you. We continually ask God to 

fill you with the knowledge of 

his will through all the wisdom 

and understanding that the 

Spirit gives,10 so that you may 

live a life worthy of the Lord 

and please him in every way: 

bearing fruit in every good 

work, growing in the knowl-

edge of God, 11 being strength-

ened with all power according 

to his glorious might so that 

you may have great endur-

ance and patience, 12 and giv-

ing joyful thanks to the Father, 

who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy 

people in the kingdom of light.  

—Colossians 1:9-12 



 

 

Anniversaries: 

Aug 2  Paul & Lara Hanson 

Aug 3  David & Stephanie Cone 

Aug 5  Eric & Maria Boyd 

           Tom & Kim Lawrenz 

Aug 7  Jeff & Cathi Clapper 

Aug 8  Del & Marlys Kroon 

Aug 11 Dave & Mikaela Campbell 

            Justin & Sara Stanford 

Aug 14 Michael & Maria VanDriesen 

Aug 16 Evan & Mindy Kindt 

            David & Julie Watts 

Aug 17 Wayne & Marlene Slothouber 

Aug 21 Jay & Sheri Buchholz 

            Derek & Toni Outland 

Aug 23 Tony & Ellie Larsen 

Aug 24 Chris & Lisa Murfin 

Aug 27 Luke & Amy Prouty 

Aug 28 Rod & Lisa Paulson 

            Danny & Arlis VanGerpen 

Aug 29 Jack & Sharon Saylor 

Aug 30 Joel & Lisa Westra 

 

Birthdays: 

Aug 2  Jillene Reimnitz 

           Grant Schmidt 

Aug 3  Claire McDowell 

Aug 4  Trudy Bender 

           Katelyn Terveen 

Aug 5  Chris Ernster 

           Olivia Haugan 

Aug 6  Deacon Benz 

Aug 8  Renae Sallquist 

           Nancy Thomas 

           Rebecca Trobec 

           Justin Wolfswinkel 

Aug 9  Rod Dunkle 

Aug 10 Brecli Honner 

Aug 11 Rachel Dewey 

            Victoria Moe 

Aug 14 Jay Buchholz 

            Kara Niederhauser 

Aug 15 Raquel Yoder 

Aug 17 Katrina Weber 

Aug 18 Branden Boyd 

Aug 19 Connor Horrocks 

            Cheyenne Langley 

Aug 20 Amber Grayson 

            Jamie Schiller 

Aug 21 Stephanie Cone 

            Greg Dyer 

            Makia Lee 

Aug 22 David Grayson 

Aug 23 Macy Honner 

            Laurita McKercher 

Aug 24 Sara Stanford 

Aug 25 Pete VanNoort 

Aug 27 Joe Abbas 

            Faith Petersen 

            Rainey Reynolds 

Aug 28 Jaydyn Fikse 

            Forrest Wasko 

Aug 30 Liberty Bryant 

           Abbie Cone 

           Andrew Friez 

Aug 31  Jay Schmidt 

August 2011 
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August 2011 
Click to view master calendar 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NO Youth Group 

4 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
5:20 pm Menõs Golf  

           at Elmwood 
7:00 pm Womenõs  

            Bible Study 

5 6 

 

7 

 
7:30 am Prayer 

 
8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday     

             School 
11:00 am Worship 

 

8 

 
 

Mini -apple 
 

 

 
 

 
7:00 pm Transi-

tional Leadership 
Council Meeting 

9 

 
 

Experience 
 

10 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
NO Youth Group 

11 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

5:20 pm Menõs Golf  
           at Elmwood 

7:00 pm Womenõs  
            Bible Study 

12 13 

 

14 

 
7:30 am Prayer 

 
8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday     

             School  
            (except  

        MS/HS youth) 
11:00 am Worship 

 

15 16 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

17   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NO Youth Group 

18 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
5:20 pm Menõs Golf  

           at Elmwood 
7:00 pm Womenõs  

            Bible Study 

19 20 

     
8:00 am Menõs                

           Breakfast 

21 

7:30 am Prayer 
 

8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday     

             School 
11:00 am Worship 

12:15 pm  
       Congregational  

       Meeting 
 

3-8 pm Back To  
          School Picnic 

22 23 

 
 

24 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

6:30 pm  
    MS & HS Youth 

   Student Ministries  
    Kick-off 

25 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

5:20 pm Menõs Golf  
           at Elmwood 

7:00 pm Womenõs  
            Bible Study 

26 27 

 

28 

 
7:30 am Prayer 

 
8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday     

             School 
11:00 am Worship 

 
12:15 pm NEXT 

29 30 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

31 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
6:30 pm MS Youth 

8:08 pm HS Youth 

   

http://www.oakhills.net/events-news/master-calendar/
http://www.oakhills.net/events-news/master-calendar/


 

 

Being the People of God for the Sake of the World 

6201 South Lyncrest Avenue 

Sioux Falls, SD 57108-2500 

Phone: 605-332-2648 

Fax: 605-332-0319  

E-mail:  oakhills@oakhills.net 

Website: www.oakhills.net 

Senior Pastor:   Kimlyn Bender  

                           kbender@oakhills.net 

 

Associate Pastor:   Paul Pankratz  

                                        Coming soon to OHBC!  

 

Associate Pastor            Dave Campbell 

of Student Ministries:    dcampbell@oakhills.net 

 

Director of Shelly Haan 

Children’s Ministry:    shaan@oakhills.net 

 

Calling all students Preschool 

to Graduate School!   

 

Grab your backpack and join 

us on Sunday, August 21, 

2010.  During each service, 

we want to take a special 

opportunity to pray for our 

students as they make their 

way back to school. 

Blessing of the 

Backpacks 

http://www.oakhills.net/

