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Sermon Summary

In the story of the cave, we see a low point of Saul’s reign as king, and the ascendancy of David.  Saul, who seeks to put David to death, is spared by David.  In sparing Saul’s life, David demonstrates a respect for authority, as well as faith and trust in God’s plan, patience in its timing, and obedience to God’s will.   These are qualities that we see perfectly revealed in the life of Christ, and they are ones we are to reflect and emulate as well.

1.  Launching

* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage

* 1 Samuel 24; 1-22

3.  Diving into the Text

From Saul we can learn the kind of disciple we are not to be and from David the kind of disciple we are to be.   Since we can learn from good as well as bad examples, let’s take a look at today’s text in order to gain wisdom in our pursuit of discipleship.

Saul
1. What is driving Saul to pursue David?  How is this evident in our text?

2. In last week’s story, Saul seemed to have genuinely repented of his pursuit of David and swore not to kill him (19:6).  What do you suppose happened that changed his mind?

3. Often addressing sin in our lives is a process.  We have to come to Jesus again and again.  When we fail to do so, we give power to sin, as Saul has and will do again.  Can you think of other examples from the bible or your life where this has been true?

4. Why is working out our salvation a process?
David
1. In our sermon today, Pastor Kimyln talked about 3 things David teaches us.  What are they? 

2. Trust.  How was David trusting God in this situation?  How is this evident in the story?

3. Why is it so hard to trust God sometimes?  What is required for us to trust him?  

4. Patience.  David allowed the process to play out on God’s terms.  How is this evident in the text?  

5. We live in an instant culture where we want what we want when we want it.  This makes having patience even more difficult.  What are some things that can aid us as we wait upon the Lord?

6. Obedience.  How was David obedient to God in this circumstance?

7. Pastor Kimlyn talked about 3 general authorities in our lives:  parents, government, church.  How are we to respond to our authorities?

8. Are there any challenges to this?  If so, what are they?

9. How does today’s story encourage us to follow in the footsteps of David?
Jesus gives us the ultimate picture of trust, patience and obedience.  Take time to discuss how Jesus has demonstrated these in his life on earth.

4.  Responding & Prayer

Like Saul, we are guilty of allowing sin to dictate our behavior.  We have not always trusted; we have not always been patient; we have not always been obedient.  But, in Christ we have hope.  In Him we are able to trust, have patience and obey him. The Holy Spirit enables us to choose for Kingdom values.  These are not simply things we can will but with God, all things are possible!  So, be encouraged friends!  Jesus is walking alongside of you, helping, guiding, giving you strength and wisdom to choose good things.  Like David, may we be a pointer to Christ!
