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Sermon Summary
In today’s passage, we see that David, who has displayed wisdom against those who were rash, now needs help to overcome his own rash vow.  He finds this help in the wisdom of Abigail, the wife of Nabal.  In this story of Abigail and David, we see the value of wisdom and how we important the wisdom of others is in helping us rise above our worst selves to become better.  The difference between the wise person and the foolish person in the Bible can be said to be the difference between the person who listens to God and to the wisdom of others and the person who listens to no one but himself or herself.  We are to become persons who listen, both to the wise counsel of others and to the voice of Christ himself as it comes to us in Scripture.
1.  Launching
* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage
* 1 Samuel 25:1-42

3.  Diving into the Text
Most times David is known for his wisdom, such as in chapters 24 and 26, where he spares Saul’s life both times. However, in chapter 25, we find David must receive wisdom from someone else.

1. Consider people in your own life. Who do you find wise like Abigail? Who do you find foolish like Nabal?

2. Do you surround yourself with those who can give you wisdom in times of need? Do you find others come to you for wisdom?

3. Abigail reminds David of how God has delivered him and he will one day rule Israel. She also tells him he will one day regret such bloodshed on his hands. Have you ever received advice that is merely reminding you of what you already know? Though simple, why is it so powerful?

In David’s time, women were not treated as equals with men. Knowing this makes Abigail’s role in the story that much more powerful.

4. After Nabal turned David’s men away, one of Nabal’s servants went to Abigail, asking her to act. The servant also said Nabal is a wicked man. How is this telling about Abigail’s role in her own household?

5. Abigail’s speech is the longest by a woman in the Old Testament. Given the cultural norms then, David might have ignored her. When have you received wisdom from unexpected sources?

6. Four verses say Abigail hurried in her actions. More often than not, we think of wisdom as unhurried. How can we condition ourselves to act wisely, yet swiftly, when the need arises?

Our name is “Christian,” which means “little Christ.” As we strive to align ourselves with Christ’s example, we must be wise. Wisdom is listening to others. Foolishness is not listening to others.

7. “Be your best self.” What does this mean in general? How can you apply it this week?

8. Pastor Kimlyn said he’s never regretted taking the high road, and never been glad when he’s taken the low road. Too often, culture impresses upon us the opposite. What has your own experience taught you about these things?  
4.  Responding & Prayer
Read James 1:5. How can you claim this promise in your prayer life and make it applicable in your daily walk?

