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Sermon Summary
David celebrated the generosity of God in blessing his people so that they could be generous in giving to the building of the Temple.  We learn in the Christian life that not only is everything we receive in life a gift from God, but even what we give, and our ability to give, is a gift as well.  And giving is therefore a gift God gives us to share in his kingdom work.
1.  Launching
* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage
* 1 Chronicles 29:1-22a

3.  Diving into the Text
In today’s text, King David prepares to build the Temple. As he lays out the plans, he asks the Israelite leaders to consecrate themselves to the Lord and join by giving gifts toward the work on the Temple. The people respond by giving willingly and wholeheartedly to the Lord.

1. When you think of “giving to God,” what is the first thing that comes to mind? What else can we give to God?
2. Describe a time when you have observed giving that was done willingly, beyond expectation, joyfully, and/or generously. How does it differ from times when giving has been expected, minimal, or done begrudgingly?

David’s response is Praise! In one of the most famous prayers in Scripture, King David turns the attention, not to himself or the building, but to God and acknowledges God’s greatness, power, glory, majesty, and splendor.  

3. Pastor Kimlyn said, “All real prayers start with praise.” Do you find your prayers coinciding or lacking in this regard?
4. Why are we prone to bring our requests before our praise?

5. Take a silent moment to reflect on specific times in your life when you have known God’s power, greatness, glory, or splendor. Share with the group if you wish.

In his praise to God, King David acknowledges that everything comes from Him. This prompts David to inquire, “Who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?”

6. Pastor Kimlyn equated our giving to God as a child who is given money by their parents to buy gifts for the parents. Does the thought humble you? Empower you?

7. Consider a child giving a drawing to parents, without the child thinking the parents provided the tools. How might you think of God as a proud parent displaying your artwork?
8. One of the first lessons we learn as Christians is there is nothing we can give to save ourselves, for salvation is a gift from God (Eph 2:8). As we grow, we sometimes forget this. Why?
Even though we are “strangers and aliens” and our “days are like a shadow,” God invites us to be a part of His kingdom work. He multiplies what we give Him.

9. Everything we have is a gift from God. Do you spend your time and resources as if this is true? How can you try to remember this on a day-to-day basis?
10. The only things we do that ultimately matter are eternal-focused (1 Corinthians 3:10-15). This week, how can you make this practical?
4.  Responding & Prayer
Consider 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. Celebrate and embrace the invitation God gives to participate in His kingdom work. Grab some crayons and paper and fill it with prayers of praise to God. 

