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Sermon Summary
Jonathan, the son of Saul, displays generosity, loyalty, and humility in his life, as well as serving as one who tries to bring reconciliation between his father and his friend.  Jonathan’s life is a stark contrast to his father, Saul, whose anger, jealousy, and fear are his undoing.  In Jonathan’s life we see a reflection and type of the one we are truly to emulate, Jesus Christ, who also humbled himself for the sake of others.  
1.  Launching
* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage
* 1 Samuel 18: 1-16; 19:1-7

3.  Diving into the Text
In today’s story, we read about King Saul and his son Jonathan’s relationship with David.   Their relationships help us to discern what kind of people God calls us to be.   
Take time to read 1 Samuel 18:1-16 and 19:1-7.  Make a list of contrasts between Saul’s relationship with David and Jonathan’s relationship with David.
Saul and David
1. How did Saul respond to the song the women sang on chapter 18:7?
2. When not dealt with, jealousy and anger have a tendency to grow and consume us. How is this evident in Saul? 
3. When our own needs, wants, insecurities, and fears become the focal point of our relationships, we lose perspective on what relationship is all about.  Do you find this to be true?  What are some concrete ways we can grow in this area?
Jonathan and David
1. How would you characterize Jonathan’s relationship with David? 
2. Much like Saul, Jonathan had good reasons to oppose David. Why, then, does Jonathan respond the way he does? 
3. How does Jonathan’s treatment of David show him to be a godly leader, unlike his father Saul? 
4. Do you, like Jonathan, make choices in light of your commitment to the purposes of God, or like Saul, do your choices reflect a fundamental self-centeredness? 

Jonathan was a loyal, faithful, generous and committed friend. He was humble and selfless. He rejoiced in David’s gifts and abilities.  His love for David made this kind of friendship possible (“Jonathan loved him as his own soul”). 

God is love.  He is the source of love.  In Jesus we find the perfect example of a loving, self-giving friend, who lays his life down for his friends.  
1. Has Jesus been this kind of friend to you? 
2. How can you be a better friend for others?

3. How does this encourage you to be like Christ?

4.  Responding & Prayer
Take a few moments to listen to God.  In your prayers, if God brings people to your mind, pray about that person or persons.   Ask him how you can be a friend to that person or persons in these coming weeks.  

