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Sermon Summary


In 2 Samuel 11, King David is at the height of his reign. He possesses abundant wealth, authority, and has many wives.  He has risen to power as the model of obedience and trust.

David then commits adultery, schemes against Uriah to cover up his sin, and eventually murders Uriah. The prophet Nathan rebukes him, and spells out David’s consequences.

In this sermon, we see how even the best king fails, and how this points to why we all do.  In the end, only the final King, Jesus, lived a truly obedient life.  He came to save us from our sin and from the tragedy of ourselves.

1.  Launching

* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage

* 2 Samuel 11:1 – 12:23

3.  Diving into the Text

Pastor Kimlyn talked about the causes of sin. He pointed out several factors: lust, boredom, depression, the breaking of boundaries, and the misuse of power that contributed to the cause of David’s sin.

1. Are you more susceptible to temptation when your circumstances are good or bad?

2. As a group, list other causes of sin that come to mind.

3. When things that cause sin sneak up in your life, how do you recognize them as such?

4. What can we do as Christians to ward off the things in our lives that can cause us to sin?

Pastor Kimlyn also talked about the consequences of sin. In the text, David’s consequences are the death of the child and that the sword would not leave his household.

Even for us today, sin has the same effect in our lives. Sin is costly, sin has a domino effect, and sin is not private.

5. In a culture that disregards sin’s effect, are we desensitized to the pain and severity of sin? How?

6. Have you experienced a time when sin was about to take hold of you and would have had a large ripple effect? Or have you been innocently affected by the ripple effect someone else’s sin produced?

7. Share with the group a time in your life when you have experienced Christ’s power to free you from sin.

David confesses his sin against the LORD and is forgiven (12:13). However, forgiveness does not remove the consequences of sin.

8. Are there certain sins you like to believe you’re immune to?

9. Describe a time in your life when you’ve been forgiven but the consequences remain.


4.  Responding & Prayer

In thinking about the Christmas season, Pastor Kimlyn said that even worse than materialism and consumerism is sentimentalism, where we mimic culture in dwelling on human goodwill and cheer, rather than remember the reason for the birth of Jesus and the salvation He brings. This Christmas, celebrate that Jesus saves us from our sin.
