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Sermon Summary
In the story of today, we see one leader on the rise, and one on the descent.  This is the last encounter between David and Saul, and while David displays growth in character, Saul displays the tragedy of a failed life.
1.  Launching

* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage

* 1 Samuel 26:1-25

3.  Diving into the Text

In Chapter 26, David again spares Saul’s life, just as he did in Chapter 24. In the earlier chapter, he played a passive role (Saul entered the cave where he was hiding) but this time David decided he would enter Saul’s camp of 3,000 men.

1. Why is David not passive in approaching Saul?

2. What compels one to act courageously? Is this something God calls us to do? Discuss. 

3. Though God had put Saul and his men into a deep sleep, David did not know this. When was the last time you felt God called you into the unknown, and you later found He had done a previous work ahead of you that was unexpected?

4. When David asked someone to accompany him, Abishai, his nephew, volunteered. Do you find it easier to join with others in kingdom work, or to initiate your own? Why so?


The spear/sword is a recurring symbol in the David/Saul stories.  The weapon repeatedly represents authority. David uses it to further God’s will (defending Israel, etc). In contrast, Saul uses it to further his own will (hurling his spear at David and Jonathon, etc.)

5. When you think of your own spiritual walk, do you find any recurring symbols, themes, persons, etc. that keep resurfacing in various forms? If so, how has it spoken to you?

6. Contrast the ways in which David’s authority is increasing and Saul’s authority is decreasing.

7. Saul clings to his authority and becomes insecure, jealous, and fearful. David shows that surrendering our authority to God leads to compassion, courage, and faith. What authority have you been given? Do you identify better with Saul or David? Why?

8. When feelings of fear and jealousy have crept up in your life, how has it affected you? Describe the resulting consequences.

Saul’s life is a tragic example. At the end of Chapter 26, Saul again appears to repent of his unjust actions toward David, just as he did at the end of Chapter 24, when David also spared his life.

9. Though a person can always ask for forgiveness, someone who constantly has to say they’re sorry—oftentimes for the same offense—can lose trust as others question their sincerity. Do you know anyone like this? Other than losing trust, what other ramifications does it have?

10. If we continually find ourselves asking for God’s forgiveness—possibly for the same sins—should we be concerned that His trust level for us would likewise lessen?

11. When David was to return Saul’s spear, he did not cross over to Saul, but had one of Saul’s men retrieve it. Do you have relationships like this? On which side are you?
 

4.  Responding & Prayer

After David again spared Saul’s life, their following conversation was their last, which took place across a distance (both literally and otherwise). If there is anyone you are currently at odds with, consider steps you can take this week to rectify it.
