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Sermon Summary

In 2 Samuel 13, we see how the prophecy of Nathan given to David that “sword will never depart from your house…” because of his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah begins to come true (2 Sam. 12: 10).  In this terrible story of lust and murder we see “the sin of the fathers visited upon the sons…”  Amnon and Absalom display how sin moves from one generation to another, and this is true not only of David and his house, but the entire human family from its beginning.  God’s gift of Jesus is God’s answer to the cycles of sin and violence that move through history and the way to a new future of forgiveness and peace.

1.  Launching

* Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage

* 2 Samuel 13: 1-39

3.  Diving into the Text

King David’s sins (i.e. lust and violence) do not end with him.  We see in today’s story this same sin being passed on to David’s sons, Amnon and Absalom. 

1. When we commit sins, they affect more than just ourselves.  Sin creates a ripple affect.  Can you think of a situation where one person’s sin has negatively impacted the lives of others, rippling out through relationships—sometimes over generations?
2. Why do you think sin has this kind of effect on relationships?




Amnon’s curiosity leads to desire and his desire leads to sin.

1. Read today’s text (13: 1-19) and chart the progression of his sin that eventually leads to raping his half-sister.
2. When does his desire become sin?
3. How has his sin caused a ripple affect?
4. Amnon receives bad counsel from Jonadab.   What can we learn from this?
Absalom is filled with rage after hearing what Amnon has done to his sister Tamar.  His rage leads to premeditated murder.

1. Read 13: 23-38 and chart the progression of Absalom’s sin that eventually leads to the murder of his half-brother.
2. How are anger and lust similar?  When anger and lust are not addressed, they have a way of growing, consuming and controlling us.  
3. How has Absalom’s sin caused a ripple affect?
4. We see Jonadab giving counsel again, this time to David.  What kind of character is Jonadab?  What can we to learn from him?
5. How may David’s failure to discipline Amnon have played into this situation?  
6. In general, why is discipline of children important?
We all struggle with sin, big or small, done in secret or in pubic.  Sin has a way of growing and taking root in our hearts, minds and in habits when not addressed.

1. How does sin affect our relationships with others?
2. How does sin affect our relationship with God?
3. When we recognize sin in our lives, what should we do?

4.  Responding & Prayer

This pattern of sin can be traced back to the story of Adam and Eve.  Sin has power to misshape the image of God in us, manipulate truth in the name of love or justice and has the power to control us.  Sin is a condition into which we were born.  It is bigger than us!  To fight against sin on our own strength is a losing battle.  It’s not possible.  
Jesus, who is bigger and more powerful than sin, has entered the world.  He has the power to restore the image of God in us through the power of the Holy Spirit and reclaim the truth that sets us free!  We cannot win this battle on our own.  But with Jesus, we can!  Praise be to God!  
