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Sermon Summary
The Apostle Paul was in a vulnerable relationship with the church in Corinth.  Some were accusing him of lacking eloquence and wisdom (among other things as well).  Instead of defending himself, the Apostle Paul expressed his humility as a leader and illustrated the nature of true wisdom.  The Apostle spoke the Word of God into the community of Corinth to both correct them in wrong thinking and guide them towards true depth in wisdom and fellowship.

1.  Launching

Any initial thoughts or questions from Sunday’s sermon?

2.  Read the passage

1 Corinthians 2: 1-16

3.  Diving into the Text

Read 2:1-5.

1. When you think of Apostle Paul, what adjectives come to mind and why?

2. From verses 1-5, what can you gather about how Paul was perceived by the Corinth church?

3. How does Paul respond to their perception?
Paul is humble, frank, honest and vulnerable about his “weaknesses.” He is without shame or excuse.  He does not share his “weaknesses” for the sake of self-pity or self-absorption but rather he shares his weakness to redirect Corinthians’ attention to the power of God that is at work in him.  Paul does not want the Corinthian church to rely on or have faith in his abilities (or their own!) but for them to have faith in the power and the wisdom of God (v.5). 

1. Do you remember a time when God worked in and through your weaknesses for his power and glory?  If so please share with the group.

2. How did that experience strengthen your faith in God?  How did that experience affect others?

3. What does Paul want their faith to “rest on?”
Read verses 6-16.   

1. What are some examples of wisdom of this age and the wisdom of God?  How do they contrast?

2. How do we access God’s wisdom according to this text?

3. Do you take an advantage of this (access to the living God)?  If so how?  If not, why not?

4. Notice how Paul transitioned from the first person “I” (vs 1-5) to the third person plural “we” & “us” (vs 6-16).  What must a group do to foster wisdom that deepens community?
This wisdom of God (revealed to us through the Holy Spirit) is available to us not only individually but especially as a community.  As the body of Christ, we are called to seek and discern God’s wisdom together.  
One of the ways we can to this is through Life Groups.  We can get plugged into a small group of people who desire to grow, listen and wrestle together to seek God’s wisdom in their lives.  This is a wonderful opportunity to walk together on this journey of discipleship.  Take advantage, if you haven’t already, and get involved.  


4.  Responding & Prayer

Imagine if you had an access to someone you admire greatly.  Maybe this individual is an author, an athlete, an actress or a spiritual role-model. What would you do?  Would you pursue the opportunity?  Would you reprioritize your schedule to make this happen?

The God who created the universe and all that’s within it has given us the access to know him.  He made himself available to us.  What would you do? Would you take it?  Would you pursue it?  Would you reprioritize your schedule to make this happen?  

Take a few moments to answer these questions privately in prayer.  Talk to God honesty and humbly about your thoughts, desires and struggles in regards to this.  


